Train Station in Vancouver, WA 


The Amtrak station in Vancouver station was constructed of stone in 1908 for the 
Southern Pacific Railroad. It is a unique two-sided station situated where Passengers 
board the Empire Builder on the southeast side of the station while the Coast Starlight 
and Amtrak Cascades are boarded on the northwest side of the facility. 


Partial renovations of this facility were completed in 1988. Work resumed in 2008 when 
the Vancouver City Council contracted with Skyward Construction of Ridgefield, Wash., 
for an interior makeover, including electrical and mechanical upgrades and new finishes. 
The 2008 restorations matched up the existing wall plaster, refinished the original maple 
wood flooring, and provided custom-manufactured solid Douglas fir doors. The project 
also replicated the building’s interior wainscoting, bead board and trim patterns in the 
style of the early 1900s, down to mortise and tendon joints. The renovation opened up the 
interior of the station by demolishing an interior wall and adding stem walls. The waiting 
room and ticket counters were streamlined and restrooms expanded to make the facility 
more wheelchair accessible. This latest remodel cost $650,000 with funding provided by 
a Federal Transportation Infrastructure Improvement Grant and took six months; the 
station reopened on January 13, 2009. 


When Lewis and Clark arrived in 1806 in what would become Clark County, the 
Chinook and Klickitat nations occupied the land in permanent settlements, where 
Vancouver is located on the Columbia River. The Europeans returned to create their first 
permanent settlement, in 1824. Sadly, the native population was largely decimated soon 
thereafter by diseases such as measles, malari 
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